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Planning for the next VTSSW fall conference is underway.  


This conference will be held at the Holiday Inn, Tanglewood in Roanoke, Virginia on October 15-17, 2007.  





The theme of the conference is “School Success Through Collaboration”.   The Roanoke region has been hard at work securing lots of speakers and planning a successful conference.  There is upwards of 20 speakers with presentations discussing Gangs, Cults, Cyberbullying, Provision of Mental Health, community programs, law enforcement and medical information. Key note speakers include Judge Trompeter from Salem, Virginia and Susan Conner from Tourette Syndrome Association, Inc. 


Be sure to look for additional information at the VTSSW.org website and in the mail.  


VTSSW SPOTLIGHT


In this issue, we are doing a special feature on Patrick Montenegro at Campbell County Schools. 


Patrick brings a wealth of experience to his position of Visiting Teacher in Campbell County.  He started his career in education at Hampton City Schools as an English teacher and basketball coach. While working In Campbell County Schools, he has also held the position of Assistant Principal. Additionally, he has worked at the Virginia Home for Boys in Richmond.  Pat is also a member of the State Truancy Prevention Committee. 








LEGISLATIVE UPDATES


An excellent resource to get your hands on is the Juvenile Law Handbook for School Administrators. The latest edition is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcss/documents/juvenileLawHandbook.pdf" ��http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcss/documents/juvenileLawHandbook.pdf�





VTSSW REGIONAL NEWS


The Richmond region held its meeting on December 1, 2006 at the Vocational Technical Center in Richmond.  The theme was “Collaboration and Support through Local VTSSW Association”.  A business meeting included discussion of VTSSW business, appointing a nominating committee for new officers and a treasury report. Then in March 2007, the Richmond region hosted a community forum, “Examining Challenges to Academic Success”, was held at the Holiday Inn in Richmond.  Sessions included Positive Discipline, clinical challenges, stress busters, and Vineland II.  Approximately 40 people participated in the day long event.  





Contents


introducting the vTSSW of 2006	2


WHo’s on the VTSSW executive board?	2


VTSSW regional news			2





    The Liaison  





May 2007 | Volume 5, Issue 1





In the face of tragedy





April 16th  was a day of tragedy and grieving for not only the community of Virginia Tech but for everyone.  The VTSSW organization extends its sympathy and support to the entire community, including those who are coping with the horrific events. We extend our thoughts to the VT community,  students, staff, faculty and families.  





As social workers, it is crucial that we step up to assist those in need. There is a large amount of information available on the internet to provide resources and materials. Some information that you may find helpful include:  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.helpstartshere.org/Default.aspx?PageID=1098" ��http://www.helpstartshere.org/Default.aspx?PageID=1098� at � HYPERLINK "http://www.socialworkers.org" ��www.socialworkers.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.counseling.org/PressRoom/NewsReleases.aspx?AGuid=b8890bed-5842-4c52-8719-eeb4fcbbd562" ��http://www.counseling.org/PressRoom/NewsReleases.aspx?AGuid=b8890bed-5842-4c52-8719-eeb4fcbbd562�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.avpphila.org/TGmanual.html" ��http://www.avpphila.org/TGmanual.html� for Traumatic Grief: The Synergism of Trauma & Grief (Exploring a New Paradigm of Service Delivery for Co-victims of Homicide) 
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We’re on the Web!


See us at: www.vavtssw.org





Send comments and submissions to:


Elizabeth Arthur


Roanoke City Public Schools


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:earthur@rcps.info" ��earthur@rcps.info�


Fax: 540-853-5350








�





President


Sherin Shearin, Norfolk Public Schools


President-Elect


Elizabeth Arthur, Roanoke City Public Schools


Secretary


Erica Stewart, Dinwiddie County Public Schools


Treasurer


Daniel DeJarnette, Sr., Campbell County Public Schools


Membership


Rhonda Monroe, Campbell County Public Schools


Merchandising


Vicky Langford, Spotsylvania County Public Schools


Public Relations


Elizabeth Arthur, Roanoke City Public Schools








Parliamentarian


Patrick  Montenegro, Campbell County Schools


Nominations


Robin Farthing, Harrisonburg City Schools





Regional representatives


Margaret Holden, Central Region


Vacant, Northern Region


Mary Pearson, Richmond Region


Elizabeth Arthur, Roanoke Region


Vicie Dotson, Southwest Region


Monica Williams, Tidewater Region


Janet Long, Valley Region








who’s on the vtssw executive board? 





VT/SSW of 2006 is……Elizabeth ARthur from Roanoke city public schools





We are pleased to announce the Visiting Teacher/School Social Worker of 2006 is Elizabeth Arthur.  





Elizabeth is a school social worker with the Roanoke City Public Schools. She is responsible for coordinating the special education program serving 18-22 year old students in the Roanoke City Jail.  Elizabeth has worked with this population for six years and enjoys seeing and encouraging students’ to be successful and work towards their dreams.  Elizabeth is also the president of the VTSSW Roanoke region and the VTSSW president elect for 2008. 





In her free time, Elizabeth teaches at Radford University’s School of Social Work and is working on her doctorate at UVA .   


VTSSW REGIONAL NEWS CONTINUED…


The Roanoke region has been meeting monthly to work on the Fall conference.  Sherry Scott and Babs Carper have been working diligently on speakers. Sophie Perrin, Cindy Tuck and Gayle Graves have been busy creating the program and getting mailings out.  Dana Kelly is securing vendors. And, Rocky Dowling is busy filling his trunk with door prizes…lots of goodies to look forward to!  


The Tidewater region has been very busy hosting one day staff development days, electing new officers, creating ways to boost membership and honoring the school social workers.  The region elected Monica Williams, president and Karen Hatfield, vice president.  Staff development events included presentations on psychiatric diagnosis and interventions and empowering families.  The next staff development day will be 9/21/07 hosted by Newport News Public Schools.  


The Valley Region met in April to learn about Meth, drug slang, the effects of Meth on physical features and safety measures for VT/SSW’s when doing home visits.   The region celebrated the retirements of Bev Ellis’ (17 years) and Dan Falwell’s (25 years). The next meeting will be 9/21/07 at the 4-H Center in Front Royal. 
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