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Fall 2002 conference a huge success!

The Roanoke and Southwest Region hosted the Fall 2002 conference in Roanoke, Virginia on October 28, 29, 30, 2002.  “Millennium Children, Proactive Approaches to Dealing with Social Crisis in Children Grades K – 12” was attended by 80 people.  The three day event featured topics on a variety of themes including material from the Brain Injury Association, Social Security’s Ticket to Work Program, Dr. Pratola’s bullying – victim cycle, Childhood Obesity, analyzing the critical incident in the first 20 minutes, Commonwealth ChalleNGe, crisis intervention and much more.  Overall, the conference glistened with diversity.  The keynote speakers included Pearl Fu, a local representative of culture and heritage; Judge Trompeter, a local Juvenile Court judge speaking on the team approach to dealing with children in the court system, and Dr. David Hartman, a blind psychiatrist discussing the impact of medicating and treating mental health needs among children.   Despite the rain and unseasonably cool weather, the 

conference attendants noted that the location, hotel accommodations and food were nothing short of excellent.  Several attendants noted that the networking that occurred during the conference and at the hospitality room was invaluable.  Thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of the conference.  It was a good time had by all!  The next conference is in the planning stages and is expected to be  in Tidewater. 
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William Adkins (Roanoke region)  and Rita Jo Banner (Southwest region)  with guest speaker Pearl Fu at the Fall Conference 2002.
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From the President …

Dear Colleagues, Friends, and Members: 


First, thank you very much for allowing me to be your president.  It is with a humble heart I write this letter to our membership, our professional colleagues, and those who clearly understand the challenges before the school social worker and visiting teachers in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The path upon which we travel requires devotion, commitment, dedication, advocacy, and a desire for an improved life for all.  We readily accept the challenges placed before us with vigor and enthusiasm, as we know all things are possible. 


This year our challenges are compounded by statewide budget cuts. Although we are being told that education will not be touched it remains to be seen.  In preparation for the unforeseeable we must tighten our belts and charge forward.  We can still strive to provide the very best services to our students, families, and school personnel. 

In spite of budget cuts, shortages, and the SOL’s we will survive.  We must unite with other organizations whose missions are similar to ours.  We will determine the longevity of our profession by our actions.  The School Social Work Association of America is doing a fantastic job at the national level for us all.  I would like to take this opportunity to encourage each and every one of you to join and make a difference on the national and international level. 


We all should be aware of mental health issues in schools and our role.  We should not allow our professional training to be overshadowed by school division’s lack of understanding of our roles.  School social workers are clinically trained and possess skills and knowledge that many school systems ignore or are unaware of.  It is our responsibility to step forward and educate and familiarize administrators with our trained qualifications and areas of expertise.  We are the links between the community and the school system.  We have the knowledge and ability to 

make a difference and impact the communities in which we live. 


Finally, we will have experiences of significant magnitude as we strive to make a difference in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  We will continue to reach the children, ensuring academic success, and advocating for the families and students entrusted to us.  

Please join the association and me as we meet the challenges before us.  Again, thank you very much for the opportunity to serve as your president. 

Sincerely, 



Renata A. Hedrington – Jones


Rjones4@richmond.k12.va.us
In the News…. 

To make the Liaison a success, we need ideas, news, and announcements from you! Send material related to VT/SSW’s  including  but  not limited to informational material, training dates, legislative issues,  upcoming conferences, job openings, regional material, comic strips, stress breakers, suggestions, etc. to Elizabeth Arthur at Earoanokevt@hotmail.com or to Elizabeth Arthur, Roanoke City Jail, 317 Church Ave., Roanoke, VA  24016. 
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VT/SSW of the Year 2001

Glyndal Partington was awarded the achievement of Visiting Teacher of the Year 2001.  Glyndal, a Visiting Teacher at Roanoke City Schools, accepted her award at the VT/SSW conference in Richmond in March 2002.  She was a guest speaker at the VT/SSW conference in Roanoke in October 2002.   Glyndal worked at Roanoke City Schools for 26 years in a variety of Visiting Teacher/School Social Worker positions. She worked with all age levels and was very involved with the students she served and the community agencies 

serving school age children and families.  Glyndal and her husband, Dave, are currently enjoying their retirement by traveling and getting involved in several local clubs and organizations.  Glyndal loves her retirement and highly recommends it to all! 

Special Thanks

A special  THANK YOU to Vicie Dotson. Vicie recently completed her term as President of the VT/SSW Association.  She played an important role in guiding the organization and advocating for the  VT/SSW’s  at the local and state level.  Vicie is passionate about her profession, dedicated to working with the children and families and eager to make a difference.  Thanks Vicie for all of your hard work. 

        [image: image3.jpg]



Vicie Dotson at the Fall conference 2002.




Announcements:

· The next VT/SSW conference will be held in Tidewater in Fall 2003. Mark your calendars now.  It should be a great conference. 

· Gloria Jones of Prince Georges County is compiling information on the kinds of criteria on which we are all annually evaluated as VT/SSW’s.  She would greatly appreciate it if you could send her a copy of the form(s) by which you are evaluated yearly.  Her fax number is (804)733-6428.
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Regional News

Roanoke region

The Roanoke region has met several times during the past year in order to prepare for the conference in October 2002.  A great deal of planning went into the conference to make it such a success. With the conference now behind us, the upcoming year is full of new opportunity.  We will be meeting in January to wrap up the conference and set goals for the upcoming year.  Our regional meetings occur at the Salem City Schools Board Office in Salem, Virginia.  As with the other regional associations, our members come from Montgomery County, Franklin County, Roanoke City, Salem, Patrick County, Henry County and Martinsville. The Roanoke region faces difficulty with membership, budget constraints, and the traditional juggle of professional development versus job responsibilities. 

Southwest region

The Southwest Virginia regional VT/SSW Association is composed of counties from Lee, the city of Norton, all the way to Galax and  Pulaski County.  

The Southwest region meets in the fall and spring of each school year.  The travel distance is a major factor for our region.  Even though we try to meet in a central location it still can be a two hour or more drive for some.  Our region is very concerned about membership and keeping in contact with each other.  Recently, there have been Visiting Teachers moved to the classroom  or their positions eliminated and the school system is contracting for the social history information.  This is all the more reason for us to stay in contact with each other and keep up to date on the most current information.  A primary goal for our region is to increase the attendance at the regional meetings.  Officers for the 2002 – 2003 year are: President – Rocky Dowling, Secretary – Rita Jo Banner, Treasurer – Judy Surface. 

Valley region

The Valley region VT/SSW Association is fairy active, meeting two times each year, with attendance ranging from 10 to 20 people at each meeting.  The spring 

2002 meeting was held at Evers Restaurant just outside of Harrisonburg.  Chet Walrod with the Virginia Department of Education was the guest speaker. He spoke about procedures and regulations regarding homebound services.  The fall 2002 meeting was held at Graves Mt. Lodge, outside of Charlottesville.  The guest speaker was Heidi Goldsmith from Washington D.D., director of CORE (Coalition of Residential Education).  At that same meeting elections were held for association officers.  Robin Farthing stepped down as President and Janet Long was nominated and voted in by a unanimous vote.  Janie Myers as Treasurer and Andrea Zehr-Meredith as Secretary.  

Central region

The central region met for the second time in February in Keysville, Virginia.  After learning about Sgt. Lars Hermann at the fall conference, we invited him to speak  to our region about the issue of personal safety.  Sgt. Lars Hermann is a  Certified Crime Prevention Specialist 

with the Virginia State Police.  He presented a wonderful program and is a great presenter. 

Danny DeJarnette was congratulated for undertaking the Treasurer position for the Executive Board.

G. H. Jones of Amherst County resigned as co-chair for the region due to other commitments at this time.

The officers for 2002 – 2003 are Marcia Gravitt/G. H. Jones as co-chairs, Danny DeJarnette as Treasurer and Alice Metts as secretary. 

The region will have its next meeting in early May 2003.    
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Complete this form LEGIBLY and fax or mail it to: 


Mary Ann Gentry,
VT/SSW Membership Chair


Shenandoah County Public Schools

600 N. Main Street


Woodstock, VA  22664


Fax:  (540) 459 – 6748

Email: magentry@shenandoah.k12.va.us
A check for $15 (made payable to VA VT/SSW Assn.), annual membership dues, should be mailed to the above address to accompany this form.  The membership year runs from July 1 through June 30.  A check received any time during this period will be considered as membership for that year.   For example, a membership begun June 1, 2002 will expire June 30, 2003. 

Please reproduce this form as needed. 

DATE  ________________________________________________________________

NAME ________________________________________________________________

ENDORSEMENT________________________________________________________                   

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________


STREET/P.O. BOX ________________________________________________


DIVISION________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________


CITY
____________________________________________   ZIP __________
WORK PHONE____________________________________________________


FAX NUMBER ____________________________________________________


E-MAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________________

REGION

___ CENTRAL
___ VALLEY

___ SOUTHWEST

___NORTHERN

___ RICHMOND
___ ROANOKE 
___ TIDEWATER

